
 

 

 1st Grade 
Language Arts 

AKS = Academic Knowledge and Skills: the curriculum your child will learn this year in school.   

AKS: identify the main topic and retell key details of a text in logical order 

● Identify the main topic 

● Retell key details 

This means… 

I can state the main topic. 

I can retell book details in order. 

This looks like… 

The child can tell what the book is mostly about. 

The child uses words such as first, next, then and last 

to tell the book details. 

 

Activity Title: Notice What Repeats  

Materials needed: 

• Non-fiction Book (informational) or try one of the following: 

Epic! Nonfiction Early 1st grade to Proficient 

Epic! Nonfiction Late 1st grade to Distinguished 

 

• Pointer (pencil, ruler, stick, pen, finger, etc.) 

Directions:  

1. Choose a non-fiction book to read independently or with assistance. 

2. Read the title on the front cover. 

3. Take a quick picture walk (flip through the book looking at the pictures and make predictions) 

 “What do you think the book is about?” 

4. Begin reading the book. 

5. After page 2, ask “did you notice any words that repeated?” and “did you notice any pictures that 

repeated?” 

6. Continue reading the book and ask the same questions. 

7. At the end of the book, ask “what words and pictures were repeated?” and “what is this book 

mostly about?”     

8. This is the main topic. Have the child state the main topic. 

 

https://www.getepic.com/collection/18211813/National%20Geographic%20C-I?utm_source=t2t&amp;utm_medium=link&amp;utm_campaign=collection&amp;share=25249409253
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If the activity is too hard, try this:  

1. Choose a non-fiction book to read with assistance or listen to the book being read. 

2. Examples 

a. Epic! Nonfiction Early 1st grade to Proficient  (On Grade Level) 

b. Epic! Nonfiction Late 1st grade to Distinguished (Above Grade Level) 

 

3. Before reading, ask the child to look at the cover and title. What might this book be about? 

4. After reading each page, ask the child what the page is about. Repeat for each page. 

5. At the end say, “we learned a lot about _________.” Go back through the book, flipping through 

pages, saying, ”we learned _________.” 

6. Below is an example of a parent model of retelling while flipping through pages: 

Slither, Snake 

We learned a lot about snakes.  

We learned snakes slither. 

We learned rattle snakes have a rattle. 

We learned snakes stick out their tongues. 

 

If the activity is too easy, try this:  

1. Choose a book to read independently. 

2. Stop and think about what you just learned. 

3. Jot down some details in a sketch (a quick drawing). 

4. Reread the book and gather more information.  

5. Add more details to the sketch based on the second reading of the book. 

 

If the activity is just right, try this:  

1. Choose another book. 

2. Repeat the activity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.getepic.com/app/read/43885

